Young People on the World Stage
Leaving the US for Places Unknown
Just a few hours before we had been sitting at JFK Airport, and we were wondering how different things might be by the end of the day. We were now experiencing that change.  Finally we arrived at the Armando Rosenberg Home and School. 

A high wall serves as a barrier from the surrounding community. The home and school serves as a haven for 165 orphans and roughly 1,500 kids who enter the compound daily to attend school. Our first contact with the children was almost surreal. We had been collecting donations and supporting this orphanage for years. We felt like we knew the place. But how could we have known what we were about to encounter- laughing happy children who were well feed, and outfitted with a nondescript school uniform. The home and school was spotless. At meal time they all pitched in to serve each other the food which only a few months ago was being collected in South Jersey by Rotary Clubs. It reminded us of any other lunch room. It was loud and the laughter came from everywhere. 

At first we didn’t understand. We expected to see kids with swollen belly’s and vacant eyes, but not one child reminded us of what we expected to see. How did they feed 1,500 kids a day, keep the place spotless and maintain order with a population that was among the poorest in the world? During a tour of the entire grounds, we started to become aware of how they managed to make ends meet. Soon we discovered that we were less a couple of observers than we were a couple of active volunteers.
 I have been involved in Rotary for 12 years and I always considered myself to be compassionate, caring, concerned and willing to help. Talking with the Sisters who ran the home and school I learned other ways that I could help take care of these orphaned children. They need school supplies, a new playground, a new clothes washer and dryer among other things. Each year Rotary District 7640, which covers most of Southern New Jersey, organizes two containers full of supplies. The container is full of mostly food stuffs. At Christmas were organize presents or Boxes of Love for the children at the home. We fill small plastic containers with simple things like shampoo, hair brushes, toys and other things we take for granted. These are included in the November shipment and they arrive at the home and school around mid December. 
For years as a family we supported the home and school because it was the right thing to do. After the visit, our thinking has changed. We now do it because if we stop the faces that we remember will look at us throughout the day.  They will come out of nowhere to remind us they are real. 
The world standard of being poor is not anything like we experience in the United States. We are a blessed nation. With that comes a responsibility. There are many people in this world you will never have a chance to meet. Some will be poorer than you can ever imagine. Americans have always been a generous people. This is a good trait to develop at an early age. It is a trait that if cultivated properly, will make you a better citizen of the world.  World community service is not for everyone. It is only those that allow themselves to understand the problems of the people, their governments and are willing to roll up their sleeves will truly understand how to make a difference. 
If you understand and choose to care that a child in Santo Domingo has a safe haven to call home you’ll start to understand why as a Rotary family we support this orphanage. 

Are you someone who will want to experience this? 

Only Three Interactors Will Be Selected
On March 4, 2008 a group of ten Rotarians and several family members will travel to the Orphanage in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic for four days and three nights. Two Rotarians who have prior experience at the orphanage will lead the trip. The remaining group members are first time visitors. 

Three Interactors each with a parent will be selected to participate in this trip. The Interactors will be asked to keep a daily journal including pictures to send back to the Interact Webmaster who will post their adventure on line for everyone to follow. 
They will: 
· Organize a collection drive, at their school or in their community, for donated items to be delivered to the orphanage.
· Assist in a clean up and rebuilding task at the orphanage.
· Visit with Dominican teens in a classroom setting – where the Dominicans will practice their English skills.
· Interact and play with the orphaned young children – on the playground, at lunch and after school.
· Document the trip and their experiences by keeping a written journal and photo journal which will be posted daily to the District Interact website.
The first day in Santo Domingo we will spend ½ day at the orphanage. The second and third days we will spend the entire day at the orphanage. On the fourth day we will sightsee for a short period before we depart for home. 

The estimated cost of this trip is $1,300 for one Interactor and their parent. This is international travel which requires certain documents such as a valid passport. 
The group will leave by Spirit Airlines from Atlantic City International Airport on Tuesday, March 4 at 7:00 AM, and after changing planes in Ft. Lauderdale we arrive in Santo Domingo. The same will occur on the trip home. We will stay at the Clarion Hotel Santo Domingo. 
This selection process is open to all Interactors in Rotary District 7640. However, only three will be selected to participate. For more information, please contact Interact District Chair, Joel Kopke at Interact@Rotary7640.org or call (609) 226-9046. 
